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Plumage, petals, bristling fur, bared teeth, and wit: we may appreciate, or fear (or both), all of these things, and be
dazzled by their ever branching and beautiful ramifications. We, the viewers of art, may think of the art world as a
country garden, cultivated but full of natural wonders, the gentle scene of mortal struggles, the stage on which living
things act out their strategies of display, camouflage, mimicry, feigning and intimidation.

High Art Lite
Julian Stallabrass

OMankind,O however, has no aim, no idea, no plan, any more than the fanyi of butterflies or orchids... | see, in place of
that empty figment of one linear history ... the drama of a number of mighty Cultures... each having its own idea, its
own passions, its own life, its own passions, its own life, its own death. Here indeed & colours, lights, movements,
that no intellectual eye has yet discovered...Each Culture has its own new possibilities of self expression which arise,
ripen, decay and never return. There is not one Sculpture, one painting, one mathematics, one physics, but many,
each in its deepest essence different from the others. Each limited in duration and self contained, just as each species
of plant has its peculiar blossom or fruit, its special type of growth and decline. These Cultures, sublimates life
essences, grow with the same superb aimlessness as the flowers of the field.

The Decline of the West

Ozwald Spengler

“NATURAL WONDERS. New Art from London” seeks to capture the energy, vitality and diversity of practice
of 22 artists who have recently taken centre stage in London. Their ages, national and ethnic backgrounds
are varied, as is their work. They are united principally by the fact that they live and work in London, where
they participate in and form part one of the city’s most vibrant and globalised subcultures.

As such, “"NATURAL WONDERS”, is also an obligue and subjective answer to the question *How does one
judge what is great or noteworthy, if one dispenses with the idea of progress?” The mindset freed from
delusions of teleological progress values cultures that encourage the greatest possibilities for expression
and self-expression. As such London is celebrated for its vast and generous diversity, for its openness to
the streams of people, ideas and capital that flow across our planet, all of which has made London, at the
moment, the most international city in the world and truly an urban culture. This great diversity finds a clear
expression in London’s contemporary art scene.

Beyond merely presenting some of the most compelling work being made in London now, “NATURAL
WONDERS” attempts to identify some of the different trends in thought and cultural production that
animate the selected artists. Accordingly, in physical terms, the exhibition is structured as show is
conceived as a journey through multiple zones, each of which is comprised of work that shares a particular
aesthetic or intellectual correspondence.

During this journey, we encounter the work of artists who engage deliberately and self-consciously with the
legacy of Modernism, but who do so through the filter of their contemporary experience, often using irony
and low-fi materials. We find paintings that employ the language of abstraction with a level of sincerity
unseen for decades. We see work that responds to the new urban enviromnment, uncovering beauty and
significance in the landscapes of concrete, glass, and metal, of coloured neon, fraying posters, and the
cornucopia of rubbish that makes a constantly-shifting collage of our streets. We discover figurative
paintings that testify to the continuing relevance of an ancient genre, alongside work that unabashedly finds
profundity in the decorative and work that looks for meaning in myths and symbols long ignored by the
dominant culture of modernity.

In simple terms, this exhibition aspires to provide a glimpse of some of the most interesting art currently
being made in a great and vibrant city. Natural Wonders invites the viewer to appreciate its the variety, the
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curious and thrilling mix of "plumage, petals, bristling fur, bared teeth, and wit," comprising the creative
landscape of London.

“NATURAL WONDERS. New Art from London” is the second exhibition to be presented by BAIBAKOV art
projects in its exhibition space on the third floor of the former Red October Chocolate Factory.

The show features 22 London based artists including: Diann Bauer, David Birkin, Tim Braden, Justin
Coombes, CutUp, Shezad Dawood, Edward Fornieles, Eloise Fornieles, Ryan Gander, Margarita Gluzberg,
James Hopkins, Mustafa Hulusi, John Isaacs, Idris Khan, Kirk Palmer, Nathaniel Rackowe, Barry Reigate,
Conrad Shawcross, Gary Webb, Nicole Wermers, Douglas White, Toby Ziegler

“NATURAL WONDERS” is guest curated by Nick Hackworth, a London-based writer, gallerist and curator,
and co-curated by BAIBAKOV art projects” Maria Baibakova and Kate Sutton. Exhibition designer Katya
Bochavar has re-envisioned the third floor of the Red October Chocolate Factory to reflect the unexpected
architectural details and industrial materials of the contemporary urban environment.

Information support by the British Council
www.britishcouncil.ru
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